























































































































































































































































































































FUNCTIONS PARTICIPATED BY ASHRAM PRESIDENT,

At HYDERABAD — Release of
Sri Ramana Maharshi Tho
Sambhashanalu — a fresh

translation into Telugu of

TALKS WITH SRI RAMANA
MAHARSH!| — by Sri M. Subba Rao.
The first copy is being

handed over by

Sri T.N. Venkataraman to

Sri K. Bhappi Raju,

then Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

Sri Nannagaru is seen

at extreme left.

Sri T.N. Venkataraman
declares open the
Tiruvannamalai branch of the
Vysya Bank. To his right

Sri P. Gunasekaran,
Manager, Vysya Bank and to
his left is Sri V.S. Ramanan,
Manager of

Sri Ramanasramam.

SRI T.N. VENKATARAMAN

SANMARGA DAYASRAMAM
(Orphanage and Physically
Handicapped Children's
Home) Kattu Nallanpillai
Petral Village,
Tiruvannamalai-606602.

Sri T.N. Venkataraman
declares open '‘Bhagavan’s
Home'. Sri Kalai Nambi (who
runs the Orphanage) is seen
to the left of the Ashram
President.






N

RAMANA MAHARSHI CENTRE FOR LEARNING, BANGALORE
DASABDHI CELEBRATIONS AND 16TH NATIONAL SEMINAR AND CULTURAL FESTIVAL

To house the ‘Ramana Kendra’, a building is being raised in the upstairs of '‘Annapoorna Bhavan’,
situated right on the bank of the Holy Ganges (right); in Nov.'92, our Editor inaugurated it.
(I'to r) Sri R.N. Khare, the donor, Pigle and our Editor. Ganga Mata is seen as the backdrop.
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Obituary

Sampurnamma

Sampurnamma, quite a familiar figure at the Ashram to
devotees old and new alike, attained the Lotus Feet of Sri
Bhagavan on the 19th April. ltwas Sri Bhagavan's Aradahana
Day and at 6.15 in the evening when puja to Sri Bhagavan
was about to commence, she breathed her last. It was
Pradoshatime. An added significance to the occasion was
that it also happened to be a Monday. She was about 94.

She first met Sri Bhagavan some-
time in 1928. During her next visit in
1932 she had the opportunity to sit
before Sri Bhagavan and experience a
state in which thoughts stood still, even
though she did not consciously attempt
meditation. It was a rewarding visit in
more ways than one. Sri Bhagavan
Himself gave her a copy of Who am /2.

In her next visit she was asked to
help in the Ashram kitchen. A better
opportunity for close proximity to Sri Bhagavan could notbe
imagined and Sampurnamma got trained in the fine art of
cooking under His direct supervision. Sri Bhagavan taught
the proper way of boiling vegetables, grinding the ingredi-
ents, stewing, etc., and this careful way of cooking de-
manded the utmost attention of those partaking in the work.
His instruction was to put the lid on when vegetables were
cooking. He elaborated on this and used to say, “Itis the
same with the mind. You must put a lid over it and let it
simmer quietly. Then only does a man become food fit for
God to eat.”

it was under the tender care and direction from Sri
Bhagavan that Sampurnamma perfected herself as a good
cook. No wonder when once she had to go away from the
Ashram, temporarily, Sri Bhagavan remarked: “Oh, our
best {ady cook wants to go away!”

Once Sri Bhagavan presented her with a copy of
Ribhu Gita and asked her to study the book. When she
wanted to be excused on the ground that she did not
understand aword of it, Sri Bhagavan persisted and asked
her to read itall the same. “Itdoes not matter that you do not
understand,” He said. “Still it will be of benefit to you.”

Thus Sampurnamma's life which had the full potential of
becoming one of sorrow and grief due to early widowhood
and childlessness was transformed into an active and
spirituatised way of life spentin the service of others. In her
later years Sampurnamma could not do much work in the
kitchenin the routine manner due to old age and poor health.
Butshe still spent the time usefully, listening to the parayana
and watching puja to the Shrines, both in the morning and
in the evening.

Though her physical condition warranted thatshe should
stay away at her native town with her relatives,
Sampurnamma adamantly insisted that she would stay

put and would drop her body only at Holy Arunachala. And,
she did it, heroically too. Aspirants are grateful to
Sampurnamma for her sharing with fellow-devotees the
experiences of and anecdotes on Sri Bhagavan.

We record with gratitude the assistance and nursing
help rendered by Nartaki and Manfred (Viriya) Wiesberger
to Sampurnamma in her last days.

This dedicated cook is a good ‘food’ for Arunachala,
indeed!

* * *

M.P. Pandit

Sri M.P. Pandit, a staunch devotee of Sri Aurobindo
and the Mother, was regarded as a perfect instrument for
spreading their message and carrying out the work dear to
their hearts.

A profound scholar and author of many books of high
standard, he was an authority on Tantra in particular. His
great abilities as a reviewer require special mention. One
can be certain of finding a couple of his
reviews in any journal picked up even at
random.

Readers of THE MOUNTAIN PATH
are only too familiar with his reviews.
He was a source of strength to us in the
sense that books sent to him were not
only reviewed in expert fashion, they
were also returned expeditiously.

He passed away in Madras on March
14, after a brief illness. We have lost a fragrant and fully
ripened fellow-pilgrim in the passing away of Sri M.P.
Pandit.

A.K. Ramachandra Aiyar

SriA.K. Ramachandra Aiyar, father of Sri A.R. Natarajan,
was an epitome of surrendered devotion to Sri Bhagavan,
He passed away in Madras, after a brief illness, at the ripe
old age of 90 years.

in Ramana Smrti, Bhagavan's Birth Centenary Souve-
nir, there is a record of his meeting with Sri Maharshi, in
1930:

“| was specially blessed on this
occasion as | saw Him all alone in the
dining hall in the early hours of the
morning. | caught hold of His holy Feet,
as Markandeya caught the Lingam, and
beseeched Him to bless me. With ten-
der love beaming out of His eyes, He
said, ‘it will be all right in the end'... |
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have always cherished in my heart those words of benedic- Hall enabled him in later years to give impressive talks on
tion and those blessed moments, as the most worthwhile His teachings. After retirement he stayed in the Ashram for
event in my life*. some time and did useful service.
May Sri Ramachandra Aiyar restin peace at the altar of
his choice — the Twin Sacred Feet of Bhagavan Ramana! o
Pachaiappan

M.S. Nagarajan We are sorry to report the death of
. Pachaiappan, an old servant of the
Ashram. First engaged as a worker in

In the death of Sri M.S. Nagarajan the garden and subsequently as a con-
we have lost an old and staunch struction worker during the building of
Ramana-bhakta. Having come to the Sri Mathrubuteswara Temple,
Ashram atavery young age, he had the Pachaiappan had done different types
privilege of doing puja to Sri of work at the Ashram, all these years.
Mathrubuteswara for some time. His He will always be remembered by the
proximity to Sri Bhagavan in the Oid Ashramites as an obedient and humble worker.
FORTHCOMING FESTIVALS N

MATHRUBUTESWARA MAHA PUJA Sunday 13.6.1993

GURU POORNIMA (Vyasa Puja) . Saturday 3.7.1993

KRISHNA JAYANTHI (Gokulashtami) Tuesday 10.8.1993

DAY OF BHAGAVAN'S ADVENT TO ARUNACHALA Wednesday 1.9.1993

VINAYAKA CHATHURTHI Sunday 19.9.1993

NAVARATHRI FESTIVAL(commences on) Saturday 16.10.1993

SARASWATHI PUJA Saturday 23.10.1993

DEEPAVALI Saturday 13.11.1893

SKANDA SHASHTI Friday 19.11.1993

KARTHIGA] FESTIVAL (commences on) Friday 19.11.1993

KARTHIGAI DEEPAM Sunday 28.11.1993

SRI BHAGAVAN'S JAYANTI Thursday 30.12.1993

PONGAL Friday 14.1.1994

CHINNA SWAMIGAL ARADHANA Thursday 27.1.1994

MAHA SIVARATRI Thursday 10.3.1994

SRI VIDYA HAVAN i Friday 18.3.1994

TELUGU NEW YEAR'S DAY - Tuesday 12.4.1994

k TAMIL NEW YEAR'S DAY ' Thursday 14.4.1894 j
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